Neurological manifestations as the initial presentation of acute myelogenous leukemia.
This case report illustrates neurological deficits as an unusual presentation of acute myelogenous leukemia. Neurological deficits are rare early in this disease. Our patient presented with anorexia, malaise, headache, and multiple cranial nerve palsies. A high WBC count and abnormal peripheral smear led to the diagnosis of leukemia. This report demonstrates that, although rare, CNS symptoms may be the initial manifestation of leukemia. Blood dyscrasias should not be overlooked in patients with the acute onset of neurological symptoms. A complete blood count and differential should be obtained under those circumstances.